
Title: WHAT JESUS KNEW, LUKE 2:41-52 
(Chatham, NJ; 12/30/12, AM) [D – Narrative Analysis] 
 
Theme: Jesus knew early in life who he was and what his life was all about. 
 
Purpose: To see this incident from the eyes of different people so that we might better identify 
with the purpose and ministry of our Savior. 
 
Introduction: 

1. We could well ask the question of Jesus, “What did he know, and when did he know it?” 
2. I’m not sure why this story is important other than to demonstrate early on that Jesus was 

aware of his special nature and mission. 
3. We can look at this story from four different points of view of those in the story: 

omniscient (us), his parents, the teachers, and Jesus. 
 
I. Omniscient (us) 
 

 This is Luke’s point of view; it is how he narrates the story 
 Luke is actually presenting the witnesses’ accounts (1:2); it is omniscient in a literary 

sense: we see all that happens knowing the outcome 
 He is the only Gospel writer who provides this episode 
 It is as much a human interest story as a theological one 
 We see Mary, Joseph, and Israel’s teachers struggling to comprehend Jesus 
 Yet we are given a theological insight into Jesus 
 Knowing what we now know and looking back on the story we are not as perplexed as 

those first experiencing the young Jesus (it affirms what we believe) 
 
II. His Parents: Mary and Joseph (perhaps some relatives as well) 
 

 His parents assume he is with their extended group (not sure why they could assume 
such a thing) 

 Probably about dinnertime they search for him (44-45) 
 At twelve years Jesus is on the verge of manhood in the Jewish sense of being 

responsible to the Law (today we are surprised to find that 12-year-olds were often 
apprenticed and sent to work, sometimes going off to sea in an earlier era) 

 Would his parents have thought he was ready to make his way in the world? 
 At this point they are worried; as the day turns into three days, worry turns into panic 
 How much sleep did they get during the search? 
 Were they praying the entire time? 
 Did they involve the authorities? 
 How was it that after three days, they went to the Temple? 
 To his mother this is personal (48); she expresses that she and Joseph have been 

worried sick about him 
 Is there a sense of relief hidden here? 
 She wants an explanation: did you think to let us know your whereabouts? “Why didn’t 

you call?” 
 
III. The Teachers 
 

 Who is this child prodigy? (DaVinci, Shakespeare, Mozart) 
 What might they have thought? 
 Were they filled with wonder? 
 Were they skeptical of his answers? 
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 Were they jealous of his prodigious mind? (Rumors surrounded Mozart’s death that his 
teacher poisoned him out of jealousy; he probably caught the same form of pneumonia 
that killed Jim Henson years ago, organs cease to function eventually) 

 When he grew up they challenged him frequently (5:21, who forgives; 11:15, demonic; 
15:1, receives sinners; John 7:15, he has no credentials) 

 At twelve, though, he is no threat to them 
 His insights and questions at such a young age were a source of wonder 
 Did any of them remember him later? Were they still alive? 
 From John’s birth to the angels seen by shepherds to this event at the Temple, these 

events no doubt created quite a stir even if only among a select few 
 
IV. Jesus 
 

 His answer to parents is a bit cryptic, at least to them 
 “Why looking for me?” Answer: because we were worried sick 
 He seems unaffected by his parents’ worry 
 He gives no indication of remorse 
 “How come you didn’t know where to find me?” Answer: how could we know that? 
 More likely Jesus’ answers come from genuine surprise rather than reproach or flippancy 
 To him it would seem entirely natural to be “in his Father’s house” or engaged in his 

Father’s business 
 He goes home and is submissive to them; perhaps this is the climax of the event 
 It tells us that this was not a habit for him to disobey his parents, and it prepares us to 

see him later 
 
Conclusion: 

1. Jesus grew in the way that Samuel also grew, vs. 52 & 1 Samuel 2:26. 
2. Perhaps there were stories about Jesus’ early life and Luke wants to set the record 

straight: Jesus was not a rebellious youth 
3. It is more likely that he wants us to know that Jesus possessed a deep self-awareness of 

who he was and what the purpose of his life was. 
4. From his birth, to his early years, to his ministry, death, and resurrection there were 

events that demonstrated just how extraordinary he was. 
5. We remember the events and set our own life’s course by them. 
6. When his point-of-view becomes ours, we are all the more blessed because of it. 
7. All the more reason for us to believe in him today. 


