
Title: ON THE PREPARATION AND DELIVERY OF A MESSAGE, LUKE 3:1-6 
(Chatham, NJ; 12/09/12, AM) [D – Topical] 
 
Theme: The witness of John the Baptist to the arrival of Jesus began years before with the 
prophets and culminated with John demanding preparation for the coming King. 
 
Purpose: To trace God’s preparation and planning to present His message of salvation. 
 
Introduction: 

1. We believe God planned the coming of Christ, Eph. 1:4-10, “…he chose him before the 
foundation of the world.” 

2. We believe that God has intervened in human history: he spoke to some, he gave special 
tasks to some, and he set a plan in place to redeem us. 

3. God prepared the message and delivered it through His spokesmen. 
 
I. Preparation: the Day of Christ 
 

A. Malachi 3:1-4 
1. The next-to-the-last messenger 
2. He speaks of another messenger, 1 
3. He will be like a refiner’s fire, launderer’s soap, and purifier of silver, 2-3 (John 

demanded repentance to be ready for God) 
4. Israel’s offerings will be characterized by righteousness, 3-4 
5. Elijah will come, 4:5-6 

 
B. John, Luke 3:1-6 

1. The last and greatest messenger 
2. “The Word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah…” 2 
3. His role given even before his conception, 1:14-17 
4. He carries the mantle and purpose of Elijah 
5. He demanded preparation for God’s coming; it was no small matter to encounter 

the living God 
 
II. Outline: Historical Context 
 

A. A time and a place 
1. Tiberius Caesar and others, Luke 3:1-2 
2. Had already located the birth of Christ: Augustus, Luke 2:1 
3. A time for most prophets, Is. 1:1, Jeremiah 1:1-3 
4. A place: the wilderness, Luke 3:2-3 (the region around the Jordan); Mt. 3:1 adds 

Judea 
5. Not some imaginary time and place (“In a far away galaxy, long, long ago.”) 
6. Many prefer to look for salvation “somewhere out there” 
7. This event occurred in recorded, human history 

 
B. The message encounters all types of people 

1. The poor, the lame, the demon possessed, and the blind – Luke 4:31; 5:17; sinful 
woman (7:36); Mary and Martha, the ordinary (10:38) 

2. Also synagogue rulers, religious leaders, governors (Pilate and Herod), 
treasurers (Acts 8:27), philosophers (Acts 17:22), city officials (Acts 19:31), 
captains of ships, members of the imperial guard (Phil. 1:13), and the emperor 

3. God’s message is remarkable in its ability to reach across social, economic, and 
political barriers 

4. We should not be surprised; God’s Holy Spirit is everywhere 
5. God’s context for the message is humanity 
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III. Delivery: Salvation Has Come 
 

A. Zechariah’s Song, Luke 1:67-79 
1. A fulfillment of the community’s expectations 
2. Salvation in the house of David, 69 
3. Spoke by the prophets, 70 
4. Saved from our enemies, 71 
5. Mercy, remembrance, covenant, righteousness, forgiveness, light in darkness, 

and the way of peace 
6. He voiced the aspirations of the people of God 

 
B. His son’s voice came next 

1. He fulfilled Isaiah’s prediction: the voice in the wilderness, Is. 40:3-5 
2. This had been another communal aspiration: God was coming (Day of the Lord) 
3. Jesus claims that John was the messenger of Mal. 3:1, Luke 7:27 
4. John was the messenger, the voice, and the one who prepared people to meet 

their God, Luke 3:6 
 

C. The Day of Christ, Phil. 1:6, 10 
1. It came with the advent of John and is still anticipated by the early church 
2. The message came; it brought salvation; it has extended to include many more 
3. As God prepared the message, so must we prepare for his return 

 
Conclusion: 

1. “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand,” is still a vibrant, contemporary message. 
2. Believe and obey the Gospel is still a demand for gaining salvation. 
3. God has fulfilled His promises to send salvation. 
4. We join with Christians throughout the ages to celebrate Christ’s coming and wait for the 

next “Day of Christ.” 
5. The message was prepared and delivered. Do we have ears to hear? 


