
Title: THE TIME HAS COME, ROMANS 13:8 – 14 
(Chatham, NJ; 9/7/14, AM) [Pc – Exegesis] 
 
Theme: With the advent of Christ, the Gospel, and the church, there has come a fulfillment of 
time in which God now calls all people to repent and be ready for judgment. 
 
Purpose: To explain how we should live during this period of awakening and fulfillment. 
 
Introduction: 

1. Israel had to leave Egypt quickly; their time for salvation came virtually overnight. 
2. The Bible sometimes speaks of the timing of the salvation event, Galatians 4:4, as the 

fullness of time. 
3. The Jews did not recognize this, Matthew 16:3. 
4. The exhortation in Romans 13:11 that the time has come marks a completion of the 

expectation of time. 
5. It also commands behavior change: more details of repentance.  

 
I. Love Fulfills the Law, 8-10 
 

A. The time of the old law has come to a close 
1. Jesus has given a “new” commandment, John 13:35 & 1 John 2:7-8 
2. The newness of it is that is has become the centerpiece of the faith 
3. It is an all-encompassing universal, rooted in what God demonstrated in Christ, 1 

John 3:16; 4:10 
4. Also rooted in the very nature of God, Exodus 34:6-7 & 1 John 4:7-8 

 
B. A debt, an obligation, a controlling passion 

1. Debt – owe no one anything except to love one another; a debt that cannot ever 
be fully paid off 

2. Obligation – a moral imperative for love does no wrong to others; the obligation 
not to injure transcends mere emotional attachments 

3. Controlling passion – beyond our fleshly desires, love expresses esteem for 
others 

4. As one writer put it love expresses: “something of the intensity which is the 
highest characteristic of human passion” 

5. Our love for others is directed by the commands, but it must be a driving desire 
nonetheless. 

6. Ezekiel was made a watchman over Israel because God has “no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked.” (33:11) 

 
II. Wake from Your Sleep 
 

A. The hour has come 
1. A sense of urgency not to procrastinate 
2. Now is the favorable time and the day of salvation, 2 Corinthians 6:2 
3. The Christian sense of time suggests that salvation gets nearer with each 

passing moment: “nearer than when we first believed” (11) 
4. Thus, “wake from your sleep” 

 
B. Images to remember 

1. Night has gone; day is at hand – the light of life has dawned 
2. Cast off darkness – the consummate image of evil 
3. Put on armor of light 
4. In 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8, the exhortation occurs with the same image of armor 
5. Ephesians 6:13-18 describes the armor and ends with the idea of staying alert 

 



III. Walk Properly As in the Daytime 
 

A. Darkness out in the open 
1. We live in an age in which crude forms of behavior are elevated, even celebrated 
2. Crude language has become more commonplace 
3. The bad guys are the good guys, and the good guys are really the bad guys 
4. Depravity and indecent behavior are considered more real than moral behavior 
5. This is the cynic’s view of humanity 

 
B. Not so for Paul – see if you don’t think the following items aren’t splashed in front of us 

with abandon 
1. Orgies and drunkenness 
2. Sexual immorality and sensuality 
3. Quarreling and jealousy – think reality shows 
4. Many people encourage such behavior patterns 

 
C. Self-denial and repentance at work in Paul’s words 

1. Walk properly, as in the daytime (as if everyone can see you) 
2. Make no provision for the desire of the flesh 
3. Don’t gratify the flesh’s desires 

 
Conclusions: 

1. Walk (live) properly as in the daytime. 
2. Wake from your sleep. 
3. Do no harm to your neighbor: love as yourself. 
4. The time is now to do these things. 


