
Title: THE WAY OF INSIGHT, PROVERBS 9:1-6 
(Chatham, NJ; 08/19/12, AM) [D – Topical] 
 
Theme: The way of wisdom is encouraged and taught from the Old Testament to Jesus to the 
New Testament. 
 
Purpose: To advise everyone to heed God’s wisdom to encourage a life of discernment, 
thoughtfulness, and self-reflection. 
 
Introduction: 

1. Threads hold clothes together; wisdom is the thread that holds life together. 
2. Wisdom versus foolishness is a common biblical category. 
3. Wisdom has nothing to do with intellectual capacity; it’s about knowing God and 

acknowledging his ways. 
4. The problem with the Jews in John 9 was their inability to see the presence of God while 

a blind man saw the perfectly logical connection, Jn. 9:30-33. 
5. Blindness, not stupidity, caused them to reject what was as plain as day. 
6. Wisdom opens the eyes and guides the soul to God. 

 
I. Beginning: Leave your simple ways, Proverbs 9:1-6 
 

A. Get wisdom, Proverbs 4:5 
1. Provides long life and peace, 3:2 
2. Turning from evil brings healing, 3:8 
3. “Make good, godly choices” is the essence of wisdom 

 
B. Begins with the fear of the Lord, Proverbs 1:7 & 9:10 

1. Acknowledge God and his ways, 3:5-7 
2. Humility characterizes the wise man: “be not wise in your own eyes” 
3. Psalm 111 extols God’s works and his redemption (9), and these become the 

foundation for wisdom, 10. 
 

C. Words, wickedness, and wealth 
1. Words and the proper use of them is the stuff of wisdom 
2. Avoiding evil (sexual immorality, violence, greed, etc.) is another part 
3. Prudence in the use of money and property are also a part 

 
II. Middle: The Christian walk, Ephesians 5:15-17 
 

A. How you walk in Christ: as wise, not unwise 
1. Discern God’s will, 10 & 17 – develop your spiritual senses; not about 

deciphering mysteries and riddles 
2. Make good use of your time 
3. Prudence in a time of crisis, Luke 16:1-13, Jesus praises the unjust steward for 

his prudence 
 

B. Deliberate, thoughtful, self-reflective 
1. Do not fall into drunken behaviors, Luke 21:34 
2. This involves having your eyes open to what is going on around you 
3. Instead be filled with the Spirit, 18 & 19 (also Col. 3:16) 
4. Put into your mind that which is of God 
5. Thanksgiving provides one of the foundations for the discerning life 

 
III. End: The discerning life 
 

A. Romans 12:2 
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1. Learn what is God’s will 
2. By the transformation of your mind 
3. This is nothing less than learning the wisdom of God, who is Christ, 1 Corinthians 

1:24 & Colossians 2:1-3 
 

B. Hebrews 5:14 
1. Powers of discernment must be trained and practiced 
2. Need lots of repetition in order to make something habitual 
3. It demands “training in righteousness” 2 Timothy 3:16 

 
C. James 1:5 & 3:13-18 

1. James implies what Proverbs states: seek wisdom with all your might 
2. His definition of wisdom begins with “meekness” (3:13) 
3. It rejects selfish ambition and jealousy 
4. It demands virtue 

 
Conclusion: 

1. Wisdom begins when you fear God and reject your own insights; this is humility and 
meekness; now you can learn something. 

2. It continues by walking in the way of the Gospel of Christ, Ephesians 5:1-2, and by 
discerning, thoughtful ways of living, Eph. 5:15-17. 

3. Christ is the wisdom of God. 
4. Are you thankful today for the Gospel of Christ? You are on your way to a wise life. 
5. If not you have the opportunity to accept the Gospel and the wisdom that brings with it 

eternal life. 


