
Title: AND OTHER OUTCASTS, ROMANS 11:1-5 
(Chatham, NJ; 08/17/14, AM) [E – Topical] 
 
Theme: God has always said that He intends to include those people that others do not. 
 
Purpose: To remind all of us that God seeks to save all people and to inspire those with a sense 
of alienation that God wants them to be a part of his church. 
 
Introduction: 

1. From before creation, God had planned to redeem mankind. 
2. He has always included those that many people seek to exclude. 
3. God loves the poor, downtrodden, and the oppressed. 
4. Jesus found success among the tax collectors, prostitutes, and other “sinners.” 
5. Essentially these are people who recognize that sin has alienated them from God. 

 
I. Isaiah 56 – God’s Desire to Include 
 

A. Salvation and deliverance 
1. Maintain justice, practice righteousness 
2. Characteristics of the covenant, and essential behaviors of faithful people 
3. Salvation and deliverance are forthcoming, 1 
4. Those who do this are blessed 
5. A doer who acts is blessed by his obedience, James 1:25 

 
B. All People Can Be Included, 3-8 (Isaiah addresses several such groups) 

1. Foreigners need not fear being excluded, 3 
2. Nor should the eunuch, 3 (a dry tree appears fruitless and useful for nothing) 
3. Eunuchs are blessed if they keep the covenant (4-5); consistent with what Isaiah 

says in verses 1-2 
4. The same is true for the foreigner (6) 
5. Salvation thus becomes not a matter of birth, nationality, or worldly status but of 

obedience (keeping God’s covenant) 
6. This is open to all people and can be accomplished by all 
7. If that weren’t enough, God includes “outcasts” (8) 

 
II. Matthew 15:21-28, The Canaanite Woman and Other Outcasts 
 

A. A foreigner demonstrates great faith 
1. She annoys the disciples, 23; they don’t ask him to help her 
2. Jesus excludes her from his mission, 24 
3. The Jews believed that salvation was only for them (it was for them first, not 

exclusively) 
4. Yet she humbles herself, 27 
5. Jesus recognizes her faith, 28 
6. Perhaps this was an example for the disciples 

 
B. Other Outcasts 

1. The Roman Centurion, Mt. 8:11-12, represents those who will enter the Kingdom 
ahead of the sons of the Kingdom (Israel) 

2. Tax collectors and sinners, Mt. 9:9-13; Jesus came for such as these 
3. Regardless of past sins, those who repent and obey enter the Kingdom, Mt. 

21:28-32 
4. Outcasts are always welcomed in the eyes of God 

 
III. Remnant and Gentiles, Romans 11:1-5 
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A. Elijah and the rest, 3-4 
1. Paul has been demonstrating that God has kept his promise to Israel: he is one 
2. That only a small number out of Israel has been saved is consistent with the 

remnant in Elijah’s day 
3. This remnant is chosen by grace, 5 
4. Grace extends to all who believe and obey; it isn’t endowed only on those who 

think they are most deserving or important 
 

B. Gentiles are included, 17-24 
1. Gentiles were even more outcast than the “sinners” 
2. Salvation and deliverance has been extended even to them 
3. We are like branches that have been grafted in to the tree 
4. Though we must not become prideful, we rejoice that God has included us 
5. Outcasts, foreigners, sinners: all are welcome in the Kingdom of God 

 
Conclusions: 

1. God wants all men to be saved, 1 Timothy 2:4. 
2. He is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, 2 Peter 3:9. 
3. Sinners, your sin can never be so heinous that it is beyond the reach of God’s grace. 
4. Faithfulness to God’s new covenant of the blood of Christ follows. 
5. That is what really counts in God’s eyes. 
6. Your station in society matters not one bit; God opens the Kingdom to you. 
7. You need only to repent, believe, and be baptized to enter. 


