
Title: A GRACIOUS THING, 1 Peter 2:19-25 
(Chatham, NJ; 05/11/14, AM) [D – Deductive Reasoning] 
 
Theme: We die to sin and live for righteousness because Jesus first suffered for us. 
 
Purpose: To demonstrate the foundation upon which we endure suffering: Christ’s suffering and 
endurance on our behalf. 
 
Introduction: 

1. Suffering over an injustice is a difficult suffering because we think it shouldn’t happen. 
2. Yet Peter calls this a “gracious thing” in the eyes of God, 19. 
3. We endure because of Christ’s example. 
4. We are not going to take Peter’s text in the order that he gives it; we will look at the 

foundations of his teaching and draw the appropriate conclusions. 
 
I. He Bore Our Sins (Major premise), 24 
 

A. That we might die to sins 
1. A well-known teaching – Isaiah 53 
2. “By his wounds you have been healed” 
3. More than a doctrinal position, Christ’s suffering provides a model 
4. As Christ died, so we die to our former, sinful way of life 
5. Romans 6:3-4, baptized into his death, buried by baptism into death 
6. Giving up the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21) characterizes the Christian life 

 
B. Live to righteousness or “for what is right” 

1. In baptism we have experienced the resurrection as well as the death of Christ 
2. This is both a direction and a goal—we set our course toward right living 
3. God’s own righteousness provides the foundation, Psalm 11:7 
4. We choose daily to take the narrow road that leads to life, Mt. 7:14 

 
II. Jesus Suffered Injustices (Minor premise), 21-23 
 

A. Jesus’ example 
1. Committed no sin – he was the perfect sacrifice 
2. No deceit in his mouth – there was nothing but complete honesty in his heart 
3. Did not revile in return – he became angry at the hardness of the scribes, and he 

criticized them but never in a reviling, hate-filled manner 
4. When he suffered, he didn’t threaten – not vengeful 
5. Peter describes perfect obedience 

 
B. He trusted 

1. This is the key to accomplishing all of the previous behaviors 
2. Psalm 9:9-10 presupposes Jesus’ faith 
3. Peter believes in the justice of God: “he who judges justly” 
4. Again, Psalm 10:12-15 reminds us that God watches to bring wickedness to 

account 
5. Faith in this context becomes a matter of leaving justice in the hands of God no 

matter what happens 
6. Isn’t this what Paul also means in Romans 12:19? 
7. We trust that God is a God who judges the unrighteous. 

 
III. Conclusions 
 

A. Suffering injustices now is a “gracious” thing 
1. Literally “it is grace” when you suffer unjustly 
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2. In Luke 6:32-34, the same words carry the meaning of “benefit” 
3. As opposed to suffering for doing wrong, which is something deserved 20 
4. Suffering unjustly is somehow to our credit 
5. You have been called to this, 21 
6. “Because Christ also suffered” 21 (see both premises above) 
7. Matthew 5:10-12, Blessed are you . . . 

 
B. The shepherd, 25 

1. You were straying 
2. But now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls 
3. John 10:10 – the Good Shepherd came to give life 
4. Now, we follow him 

 
Final Thoughts: 

1. The reason that we love our enemies and do good to them is because of the model 
Jesus has portrayed for us. 

2. We trust in God because he did. 
3. We receive forgiveness because he bore the pain on our behalf. 
4. Keep your eyes on the Shepherd. 


