
Title: FOUNDATIONS, 1 JOHN 1:1 – 2:2 
(Chatham, NJ; 04/12/15, AM) [Pc – Topical] 
 
Theme: John reminds his audience of things that are foundational to their faith. 
 
Purpose: To assure my audience that the foundations are secure. 
 
Introduction: 

1. John’s writing may be more like a sermon rather than a letter because the beginning 
lacks the usual form of address; see his other two letters. 

2. “Beginning” may refer to creation when Jesus was present or to the early days of the 
Gospel; either way works, but we’ll go with the second meaning for today. 

3. In that case John reminds his audience about the foundations of the faith: things that are 
essential to believe. 

4. John, the idealist (as mentioned last week), is seen in the direct, black and white way he 
frames some doctrines of the faith: if we don’t admit we are sinners, we make God a liar; 
if we say we know him but don’t keep his commandments, we are liars; if we don’t love 
each other, we are not of God, etc. The ideals are clear. 

5. Several items in the first part of this letter, likewise, are not negotiable but are essential to 
our Christian life. 

 
I. We Are Those Who Have Not Seen 
 

A. The Episode with Thomas, John 20:19-32 
1. Thomas doubts, he sees, he believes 
2. Jesus allays the disciples’ doubts also in Luke 24:36-43 
3. In Mark 16:14 Jesus rebukes them for not believing others 
4. Yet here in John he seems more accommodating 
5. He has the rest of us in mind: those who don’t get the firsthand experience 

 
B. John reminds the church of his witness 

1. He engages several senses: hearing, sight, and touch – Jesus was no mere 
apparition; he was flesh and blood 

2. Peter claims the same experience numerous times:  
 Acts 4:20 
 Acts 10:39, 41 
 2 Peter 1:16-18 

3. Though he doesn’t here, John could throw in the witness of prophecy 
 Acts 10:43 
 Romans 3:21 
 2 Peter 1:21 

4. Our faith is not a blind leap but trust in credible witnesses. 
5. If a trial can hinge on credible witnesses, why isn’t that also sufficient for faith? 

 
II. We Are Those Who Have Fellowship with God 
 

A. The promise of a divine relationship 
1. At the heart of many religions is the hope of some sort of union with divinity 

(often loosely defined) 
2. Christianity delivers on this promise 
3. The Christian God wants fellowship (union, intimacy) with us 
4. “Fellowship with us” (the witnesses) is fellowship with God and His Son 
5. John 14:6 – “No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
6. It is also a relationship with the entire community of faith 

 
B. Walk in the light 



1. No darkness in God: no sin or evil 
2. We cannot practice evil and claim to have fellowship with God at the same time 
3. In this we do not practice the truth 
4. Abiding with God is another of John’s favorite terms 
5. When we obey, he makes his home (abides) with us, John 14:23 
6. We cannot produce fruit unless we abide in him and his word abides in us, 15:7 
7. Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell [abide] in you richly.” 
8. Union with God demands union with his will, his word, and his ways. 

 
III. We Are Sinners Who Receive Forgiveness 
 

A. Coming to grips with sin 
1. We must confess that we are sinners, 9 
2. Not to do so means the truth is not in us, 8 
3. To miss the doctrine that all are sinners misses a building block of our faith 
4. To deny this is to deny what God has pronounced, 10 
5. John repeats himself in several ways: this cannot be ignored 
6. Repentance derives from this 

 
B. Atonement for sin 

1. Once we admit sin, John asserts confidently that Jesus provides relief, 2:1-2 
2. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins and the sins of the whole world 
3. Christ’s death and resurrection provide for this 

 
Conclusion: 

1. Believe the witnesses! 
2. Recognize that you must reject the dark ways of sin. 
3. Accept the sacrifice of Christ to receive forgiveness. 
4. We want to provide a way to receive the atoning power of Christ’s blood. 
5. If sin has crept back into your life or you’ve never received the atoning power of Christ, 

please talk to us. Make your desires known. 


