
Title: A NAME YOU CAN’T PRONOUNCE/A MAN YOU CAN’T FORGET,  
1 KINGS 22:41-46 (Chatham, NJ; 03/30/08, AM) [D – Life Situation, Topical] 
 
Theme: Jehoshaphat was considered a good king in the eyes of God; he demonstrated courage, 
provided leadership for Israel, and exhibited faith under fire. 
 
Purpose: To illustrate good leadership and to inspire us to imitate his actions. 
 
Introduction: 

1. The name is Jehoshaphat, one of the kings of Judah. 
2. He is overshadowed by the fact that he lived during Elijah’s time, but he is notable 

because there was no need for Elijah in his administration. Judah is faithful. 
3. He ascends the throne of Judah in the fourth year of Ahab’s rule. 
4. He makes peace with Ahab and goes into battle with him against Syria, 1 Kings 22. 
5. He is the one who asks for advice from “a prophet of the Lord,” verses 5 & 7. 
6. His reign is marred by the alliances he makes with the evil kings of Israel, namely Ahab 

and his son, Ahaziah. A different prophet of the Lord confronts him on both accounts. 
7. However, as with most of the kings of Judah, he is faithful to God and walks in the ways 

of David. See 2 Chronicles 17:3-6. 
8. He models the kind of leadership that teaches and inspires faithfulness. 

 
I. He Demonstrates Courage. 
 

A. Like the courage of Joshua. 
1. Courage to obey the Law, Joshua 1:7. 
2. It takes courage to stick to God’s word. 
3. With war looming before Joshua God’s exhortation is to obey the Law and to 

make sure the community obeys it. 
4. That courage includes confronting the desires that wage war within, desires that 

keep people from obeying. (Talked about acedia in class this morning.) 
 

B. Bucking the trend. 
1. Jehoshaphat rejected the practices of Israel, 2 Chron. 17:4; he sought the Lord 

God of David, his father. 
2. He demonstrated the courage of Joshua in the ways of the Lord, verse 6. 
3. The people of God seemed to be always tempted to worship the gods of the 

Canaanites: Baal and Ashrerah. 
4. Jehoshaphat removed the Asharim and the high places. 
5. Only the Lord was to be worshipped. 
6. What courage do we possess in stemming the tide of immorality today? 
7. How about the courage needed to simply resist the flow of secularism? 

Materialism?  
8. The first step in falling away is losing the courage to be different from the world. 

 
II. He Leads, 2 Chron. 17:7-9 & 19:4-11. 
 

A. Leaders provide the framework for the community. 
1. In this case, they teach the Law of the Lord. 
2. The moral code of the Law governed their families, businesses, and court 

proceedings. 



3. With a clear understanding of what God wanted, Judah avoided the perversions 
and idolatry that aroused God’s anger. 

 
B. Leaders go to the people. 

1. Jehoshaphat sent his officials into the community: “They went about through all 
the cities of Judah and taught among the people. 

2. Good leaders rub shoulders with the people they lead. 
3. They engage them and interact with them. 
4. They don’t wait for the people to come to them; they go, they teach, they inspire. 

 
C. Leaders invest in people. 

1. Jehoshaphat understands that if he is going to lead them he must develop others. 
2. By sending out his officials the king invested the energy of his government in 

developing a grassroots following. 
3. When a project, a job, or a crisis arises, a leader will have to first have spent his 

time in developing the attitudes and capabilities necessary to address it. 
4. If he has not invested his time in people first, he won’t have the most important 

resource he needs. 
5. Not only does he succeed in this (note the fighting men in 14-19), but he also 

gets a blessing from God (10). 
 
III. He Reveals Faith at Critical Moments. 
 

A. His faith is strategic. 
1. In 2 Chron. 20:1-4 Judah is threatened so he turns to the Lord to figure out what 

to do. It was regularly a part of his life strategy. 
2. In verse 9 Jehoshaphat reveals his understanding of what his forefather Solomon 

had said about calling out to God at the place of worship. 
3. Like his father David, Jehoshaphat demonstrates that he will first turn to the Lord 

in all matters. 
 

B. His faith is also tactical. 
1. He can cry out to God at any given moment when life takes an unexpected turn. 
2. He is almost killed by the king of Syria, 2 Chron. 18:31. 
3. When he cries out, God protects him. 
4. Trust in God must be in our strategic planning for life and in our tactical 

maneuvers when life throws us things we don’t expect. 
5. God doesn’t always behave in ways that we think he should or will. 

 
Conclusion: 

1. Courage, investing in others, faith: these are the things the church needs. 
2. Even if you can’t pronounce Jehoshaphat, don’t forget his life. 
3. God needs people who will imitate him today. 


