
Title: THE OTHER PARABLE OF THE TWO BROTHERS, MT. 21:28-32. 
(Chatham, NJ; 02/17/08, AM) [DP – Alternating narrative, comparison/contrast] 
 
Theme: The narratives of the kings reflect the same theme as the Parable of the Two Brothers: 
one did the will of God, the other did not. 
 
Purpose: To illustrate the effects of disobedience and to exhort the church to avoid the same 
mistakes of Israel. 
 
Introduction: 

1. On the surface the Parable of the Two Brothers is simple, Mt. 21:28-32. 
2. One son says he won’t do what his father asked of him but changes his mind and does it; 

another says he will but doesn’t. 
3. It is a simple matter of who obeys and who doesn’t. 
4. Jesus uses the story to illustrate the difference between the religious leaders and the 

people who have sinned but repented. 
5. At another level—not so important for Jesus’ purposes—we have the motives behind 

each brother to figure out. 
6. The dynamic between a father and his sons represents the relationship between Jesus and 

his people or God and his people. 
7. The Old Testament narrative of the Kings of Israel and Judah illustrate an early version 

of this parable. 
 
I. Son #2. 
 

A. He said he would work in the vineyard but didn’t. 
1. He tells his father that he will go, but he doesn’t. 
2. He represents not just the religious leaders but all those who do nothing more 

than make a show of their faith. 
3. Obedience never happens. 
4. Isaiah 58 describes people who engage in religious ceremony but leave out 

righteous behavior. 
5. This is a cautionary tale because it is too easy to demonize the Pharisees; in our 

reaction to avoid their mistake we tell ourselves that we are not like them. 
 

B. In the “other” story Jeroboam commits a similar mistake in 1 Kings. 
1. Ahijah the prophet confronts Jeroboam for his idolatry, 1 Kings 14:7-9. 
2. Although his actions do not rise to the level of hypocrisy of the religious leaders 

in Jesus’ day, he is still as unrepentant as they are, 1 Kings 14:33-34. 
3. His idolatry—note, he thrust God behind his back—sets the stage for the ultimate 

destruction of Israel. 
4. He takes them down a path of disobedience that they simply can’t seem to shake. 

Note the comment about one of the later kings, 1 Kings 16:25-26. 
5. The bloodletting for power in chapter sixteen stems directly from their idolatry. 
6. Ostensibly they are still the people of God, but they reject him and are utterly 

disobedient to all his ways. 
7. The work of Elijah and Elisha—beginning soon after all these events—isn’t 

enough to turn them back to God. 
8. They never repent. 

 
II. Son #1. 



 
A. At first he refused his father, but he changed his mind. 

1. When Jesus says he “changed his mind,” he uses the word repent. 
2. This son blatantly refused his father’s command but repented. 
3. When Jesus asked who had done the father’s will, the answer was obvious. 
4. This son represents the sinners who changed their ways at the preaching of John 

and Jesus. 
5. Motivation plays no role in the discussion; the son obeyed and only that was 

important. 
 

B. Judah does the will of the Father. 
1. After the nation split in two, Judah is left with Jerusalem and all the essential 

religious things pertaining to the legitimate worship of the Lord: the temple, etc. 
2. Israel had substituted other gods for the worship of the Lord. 
3. Judah is the son who obeys, and throughout the history of Israel and Judah, the 

contrast is that the kings of Israel disobey while mostly the kings of Judah obey. 
4. Asa, King of Judah, provides the contrast: during his reign in Judah, six 

administrations rise and fall in Israel and most end with violence and bloodshed. 
See the contrast between 1 Kings 15-16 and 2 Chronicles 14-16, 

5. For most of his 41-year rule, Asa was good: seeking the Lord and removing high 
places of sacrifice to idols. 

6. Not only did Judah have peace for most of his reign but also many Israelites 
deserted to Judah (2 Chron. 15:9). 

7. Though he does something tragic and foolish in his last two years, for the most 
part God blesses Asa because of his obedience. 

 
III. Son #3. 
 

• We are son #3, but we must choose which of the first two to imitate. 
• The Parable of the Two Brothers is the first of three parables challenging people to 

repent. 
• The second, The Parable of the Tenants, addresses those who view God’s vineyard as 

their personal property: they abuse the real owner and refuse to give him what belongs to 
him. 

• The third, The Parable of the Wedding Banquet, addresses all those who are too busy 
with other things to attend to the business of the Kingdom of God. 

• Do we change and respond to God or just go on our merry way? 
 
Conclusion: 

1. Past mistakes are never too serious to overcome and change: this is one implication of the 
Two Brothers. 

2. Another is that commitments to obey are only as legitimate as obedience itself. 
3. Be son #1! No other response to Jesus will suffice. 


