
Title: THE RADIANCE OF GOD, MARK 9:2 – 9  
(Chatham, NJ; 02/15/15, AM) [E – Topical] 
 
Theme: The radiance and presence of God are seen in his coming in judgment, in Christ’s 
coming to preach the Gospel, and in shining the light of his glory in our hearts. 
 
Purpose: To focus our gaze on the ways that God has revealed himself and not on the ways that 
humanity sometimes wants or hopes to see God. 
 
Introduction: 

1. Sometimes humanity is like the prophets looking for Elijah, 2 Kings 2:15-18. 
2. They hoped that God hadn’t taken Elijah when it was clear He had taken him. 
3. We hope God’s activity just might be something consistent with what we really want, 

whereas, we have trouble accepting God’s activity as He has revealed it. 
4. God has revealed his glory in certain ways, and that is enough, Luke 16:31. 
5. The radiance of Christ on the mountain is one of the ways we see the glory and radiance 

of God’s presence. 
 
I. God Shines Forth in Judgment, Psalm 50:1-6 
 

A. He shines forth out of Zion, 2 
1. A devouring fire, 3 
2. He comes to judge, 4 
3. His righteousness is the foundation of judgment, 6 
4. Do we see this as a good or a fearful thing? 
5. Amos, Hosea, and Elijah all pronounce judgment against sin. 
6. Isaiah 59 describes Israel’s sin and God’s desire to make things right, 15-20 

 
B. Which group are you in? 

1. The wicked, Ps. 50:16-21 (note several items) 
2. Some try to get pass judgment by ritual sacrifices, 7-15 
3. The one who orders his way correctly, 23 

 
C. Repentance 

1. John the Baptist called for people to repent 
2. Jesus’ announcement of the Kingdom also called for this 
3. Repentance implies God’s judgment: people need to change 
4. Jesus came to save, not to judge, because people were already under the 

condemnation of God, John 3:18-21 
 
II. The Gospel on the Mountain, Mark 9:2-9 
 

A. Separating Jesus from the others 
1. Apostles see the radiance of his glory, 3 
2. God separates Jesus from Moses and Elijah 
3. God’s radiance now shines forth through Christ 

 
B. The glory of the cross 

1. Jesus and the glory of God, John 12:28-32 
2. God’s glory is seen in the cross 

 
C. Two or more groups in the Gospels 

1. The wise and the foolish 
2. Some hear but don’t respond: hard hearts of Jewish leaders, rulers of this world 

like Herod and Pilate, and all who don’t believe 
3. The wise hear and obey: the disciples, the “sinners” 



4. A third group wavers between the two: they struggle to believe but can be 
intimidated by opinion leaders, John 7:45-52 

5. We hold out the truth and our witness to such people today 
 
III. God Shines in Our Hearts, 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
 

A. Light shines out of darkness 
1. God made it happen at creation, 6 
2. He penetrates the darkness of the human heart, John 3:18-21 
3. Jeremiah says the human heart is deceitful beyond measure 

 
B. Two more groups 

1. Those who are perishing: already under judgment – Satan has blinded their 
minds so that the Gospel is veiled 

2. Those in whom the glory of God shines in our hearts 
 

C. The last appearance of God’s radiance 
1. The definitive manifestation of God’s light, 3:18 
2. It has shone “in our hearts,” 4:6 
3. Through us the face of Christ and the glory of the cross can be seen 
4. Sometimes people who look for a different kind of glory can’t see it because “we 

have this treasure in jars of clay,” 7 
 
Conclusion: 

1. Are you looking for an Elijah-like appearance: miracles, powerful confrontation, etc? 
2. The radiance of God appears in the hearts of ordinary, redeemed Christians. 
3. Look no further for the radiance of God revealed in judgment against sin, in Jesus Christ 

and the Gospel message, and in the hearts of his disciples. 
4. Carry that light with you, and let it shine forth wherever you live and work. 


